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As the federal Social Security Disability Insurance Fund dwindles, U.S. Rep. 
Tom Reed is exploring long-term solutions for sustainability. 
Recently, Reed, R-C-I-Corning, co-sponsored an amendment to protect the 
Social Security Trust Fund against any sort of raiding to bail out the Social 
Security Disability Trust Fund. Trustees overseeing Social Security said the 
Disability Trust Fund is decreasing rapidly, and by 2016, the program would 
collect only enough payroll taxes to pay 81 percent of benefits. The decrease 
could affect 11 million disabled workers, spouses and families. Raiding 
retirement benefits in order to pay the Disability Trust Fund is not 
acceptable, nor is continuing the status quo, Reed said. The two trust funds 
are independent and separate programs, he said. !
In finding solutions pertaining to the growing dilemma, Reed said bringing 
silos together on the federal level is necessary to better coordinate 
government programs. Bridging both sides is vital to increasing 
communication and allowing progress. !
"That's problematic not only with the Disability Trust Fund, but as we deal 
with welfare reform and a workfare mentality," Reed said. "That, to me, is a 
solution that can be supported, and hopefully we can build consensus as we 
go forward and deal with the trust fund situation that is immediately upon us 
in 2016." !
Since 2005, the program paid out more to beneficiaries than it collected. 
Social Security is supported by a 12.4 percent tax on wages up to $118,500. 
Half is paid by workers and half is paid by employers. 
Reed said the Disability Trust Fund is designed and recognized for the 
permanently disabled, and thus they need protection. 
At the same time, others on a nonpermanent basis could return to work for 
the betterment of their lives, he said. !
"We can create a policy across the government that provides a direction and 
a resource, and affirms direction to get people not into disability status, but 
back to work and enjoying a full life as they go forward," Reed said. "We 
need to coordinate these government programs better and get people back 
on their two feet and on their own for generations to come. The capability of 
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going back to work gets lost sometimes. I think that will go a long way to 
preserving the Disability Trust Fund for those that truly need that 
assistance." !
Ousting fraud and abuse should also be on the list of long-term fixes. 
Several fraud rings were uncovered in New York City involving nearly 30 
providers and attorneys. Other fraud rings were seen in Puerto Rico and the 
west coast, according to Reed. Eradicating abuse should be a common 
ground where both sides can come together and solve. !
To combat those taking advantage of the system, aggressive oversight is a 
viable solution, which include placing independent inspectors in specific 
locations, Reed said. Finding the same doctors utilizing the claims process 
and the attorneys soliciting are ways to keep everyone honest. !
"It seems like every day, more and more attorneys are out there trying to 
engage in abusive schemes to get people into these programs that otherwise 
may not be considered for them," Reed said. "I think there's some 
opportunity there. Some issues are still coming to light, but when you see 
this incentive where an industry is making nearly $1.4 billion, and the 
lawyers that are associated and taking advantage of it, there's some areas 
that we can reform when it comes to the legal review process." !
If the status quo is maintained, and the House doesn't do anything before 
the end of 2016, options will become limited and the trust funds will dry out. 
Putting a short-term fix will only end up putting increased stress on both 
sides, Reed said. !
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