
Rep. Tom Reed’s Not For You And Me in NY-23 

One year ago today he voted to shut down the government and 
keep his pay because he didn't get his way 

  

On behalf of Martha Robertson’s campaign for Congress, campaign 
spokesman Seth Stein issued the following statement: 

  

“Congressman Tom Reed has repeatedly shown that he is not looking 
out for working families in the Finger Lakes, Southern Tier, and 
Western New York. One year ago today, he voted to shut down the 
government because he didn’t get his way on healthcare reform – a 
full three years after the law was passed.  Reed’s votes cost the 
economy $24 billion. 

  

“To make matters worse, he was one of only two members of the New 
York State delegation to vote to keep the government closed, and 
played a game of chicken with the full faith and credit of the United 
States. He even had the audacity to take his paycheck the entire time, 
while voting to withhold pay from our brave men and women in 
uniform. 

  

“This is not responsible government. This is extreme ideology that 
actively hurts working families across our district – and the entire 
country.” 

  

In the run up to what is expected to be a close election on November 
4th, Martha Robertson’s campaign is issuing a series of the top five 
reasons to vote Tom Reed out of office in New York’s 23rd 
Congressional District. 



  

### 

  

BACKGROUND: 

  

Voted to Shut Down the Government. In 2013, Pearce voted for 
an extreme House Republican continuing resolution that the 
Associated Press reported would “likely result” in the shutdown of 
the federal government. The bill passed 230-189. [HJ Res 59, 
Vote #478, 9/20/13; Associated Press, 8/23/13] 

  

Shutdown Took $24 Billion Out of the Economy. 
“The shutdown also forced non-government business 
losses, temporary layoffs and other interruptions in 
business spending. The full extent of the damage 
won’t be known for some time. Economists at 
Standard & Poor’s estimate the total cost at about $24 
billion, or a 0.6 percent GDP haircut. Others guess it's 
about half that. Either way, it's a heavy price to pay.”  
[NBC News, 10/17/13] 

  

Voted Against a Bipartisan Compromise Plan to Re-open 
Government, Avert Debt Default. In October 2013, just days 
before the U.S. government could have defaulted on its 
obligations, Reed voted against a bipartisan compromise that 
would re-open the federal government and avert a catastrophic 
debt default. The bill passed 285-144. [HR 2775, Vote #550, 
10/16/13; New York Times, 10/16/13] 

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2013/roll478.xml
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/80-house-members-shutdown-better-obamacare
http://www.nbcnews.com/business/budget-battles-bite-out-economy-will-be-billions-8C11409508
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2013/roll550.xml
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/17/us/congress-budget-debate.html?hp


Reed Promised He Would Not Accept Pay During 
Government Shutdown. In October 2013, Reed was among the 
nearly 250 members of Congress who vowed to refuse or donate 
their pay during the government shutdown. [Washington Post, 
10/10/13]  

No Evidence that Reed Ever Donated His Pay. In 
February 2014, the Washington Post reported that Reed 
had not provided any evidence that he donated his pay to a 
charity or returned it to the Treasury. [Washington Post, 
2/27/14]  

Voted Against Ensuring that Service Members Would Get 
Paid During a Shutdown. In 2011, Reed voted against a motion 
to recommit which would have ensured that Service Members 
would have gotten paid in the event of a government shutdown. 
The motion would have added a new section to the bill providing 
that the salaries of the members of the armed forces would not be 
interrupted in the event of a government shutdown. The motion 
failed 191-236. [HR 1363, Vote #246, 4/07/11] 

  

Took the Same Vote a Second Time. In 2012, Reed 
voted against a motion to protect soldiers’ pay in the case 
of a government shutdown. The motion would add a 
provision to the continuing resolution that extended funding 
for Military, Reserve and National Guard personnel for a 
full fiscal year. The motion failed, 189-232. [HJRes 117, Vote 
#578, 9/13/12; Rep. Ron Barber press release, 9/13/12] 

  

!

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-politics/wp/2013/10/01/which-lawmakers-will-refuse-their-pay-during-the-shutdown/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2014/02/27/which-lawmakers-donated-money-after-the-government-shutdown-find-out-here/
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2011/roll246.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2012/roll578.xml
http://barber.house.gov/press-release/us-rep-ron-barber-urges-colleagues-stand-veterans-service-members

